
Banned-Bat Protest Procedure

Umpire inspects bats during pregame using the banned-bat list provided by the host

All bats are found to be
legal, according to the list.

The game is 
played without 

further bat
issues.

The umpire will take possession
of the bat deemed to be illegal.

If a protest is filed, the protest form, bat
are submitted by umpire to SRE, if the

protesting team loses. If protesting team
wins, incident report, bat are filed.

If the umpire deems the bat
illegal, the batter is out and 

advance by runners nullified.

During the course 
of the game,

a bat is questioned 
to be on the banned list.

The coach either agrees the
bat(s) are illegal or chooses not

to protest.

The umpire will fill out an inci-
dent report about the illegal bat
and turn it into the secretary-

rules editor.

The umpire will take possession
of the bat deemed to be illegal.
The bat will be returned to the

coach at the end of the game(s).

The secretary-rules editor will
report the illegal bat to the 

institution’s athletics director.

Protest form, bat are submitted
by umpire to SRE, if protesting
team loses. If protesting team

wins, incident report, bat are filed.

A legal bat will 
be returned to 
its owner with 

confirming letter.

A legal bat will 
be returned to 
its owner with 

confirming letter.

An illegal bat will be
returned at owner’s
expense to the ath-

letics director.

The team using 
the illegal bat will
forfeit the contest

question.

An illegal bat will be 
returned at owner’s 

expense to the 
athletics director.

Since the bat was not
used during the game,
there is no forfeiture.

The coach chooses to protest
the game. The umpire takes

possession of the bat and noti-
fies the opposing coach.

One or more bats are
judged by the umpire 

to be illegal.

Gather information for paperwork
(Use of the incident report or

protest form to be determined at
the end of the game.)

If the coach doesn’t choose to
protest, the bat is returned at the

end of the game(s).

Notes: 1. An illegal bat must be used in a game before the game can result in a forfeit.
2. The umpire must agree the bat is illegal before it is required to send anything to the secretary-rules editor.
3. Just as with any protest situation, the opposing coach is not required to pursue the protest.


