NCAA Division | Membership — Frequently Asked Quesions

This document should be used as a quick referedceNCAA legislation involving
reclassification to, or initial application for, N&A Division | membership. The
information below does not capture the full scopalblegislation that may apply to a
multidivision, reclassifying or provisional membef Division I. As such, users are
encouraged to review the full bylaw in the NCAAi§on | Manual. Because of the
dynamic nature of the NCAA legislative process,iwst current information on these
and any new legislation should be obtained throtighinstitution's athletics department
compliance staff or by contacting NCAA memberséaipises at 317/ 917-6003.

RECLASSIFYING QUESTIONS

Q: When does a reclassifying institution that joinsa new conference become
eligible for that conference’s automatic bid to a prticular championship?

A: In all sports, any new member added to a membefecamce that satisfies the
continuity of membership requirements shall be imiaiely eligible to represent
the conference as the automatic qualifier. Theegfa reclassifying institution
that joins an established conference (i.e., onedhaently qualifies for an AQ
bid) is eligible for automatic qualification on cephation of the reclassifying
process.

Q: May a reclassifying institution simultaneously prsue multidivision status for
one men’s and one women’s sport?

A: Yes. At its July 2004 meeting, the subcommittegeed that reclassifying
institutions may seek multidivision status in onems and one women'’s sport (other
than football and basketball) while the remaindiethe program proceeds through the
reclassifying process. Selecting such an optionlgvpermit student-athletes in the two
designated sports to be eligible for Division | eimonships within two years of the
institution seeking Division | status in those gpor

When does a reclassifying institution count as a Bision | opponent?

Institutions that are reclassifying from NCAA Dsion Il to Division | must
comply with the scheduling requirements during tsecond vyear of
reclassification (excluding the exploratory yearJT.he Division | membership
approved legislation to permit Division | members tount reclassifying
institutions as Division | opponents, for the pweoof meeting Division |
membership requirements, during the year in whirehreclassifying opponent is
required to meet the scheduling requirements (jveay. For Ratings Percentage
Index (RPI) purposes, a reclassifying institutiauld be counted in the Division
| RPI in the applicable sport during its first yadrreclassification if it can meet
the Division | scheduling requirements in that $pofhe institution must notify
the applicable Division | sports committee thatwtill be satisfying those
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requirements prior to the season by sending inpy @ its final schedule by
September 15 of the year in which it wishes tonoduded in the Division | RPI.

During the exploratory year, what Division | requirements must be met?

During the exploratory year, reclassifying and psmnal member institutions are
required to meet minimum sports sponsorship arahfiral aid requirements.

Q: During the second year of reclassification when thd®ivision | scheduling
requirements must be met, may reclassifying institiilons count each other or
provisional members in meeting the minimum schedutig requirements for
Division | membership?

A: Yes, if both reclassifying institutions are in teecond year of reclassification
(excluding the exploratory year), they may couninga against each other in
meeting the scheduling requirements for Divisionembership.

Q: Are institutions reclassifying from Division Il to Division | eligible for
championships in either division during the reclas$ication process?

A: During the exploratory year, Division Il institatis remain eligible for Division Il
championships; however, beginning in year one @& mhembership process,
reclassifying institutions are no longer eligibte Division Il championships, and
are not eligible for Division | championships urtliey become active Division |
members. (Note: Reclassifying institutions amgumed to meet minimum sport
sponsorship and financial aid requirements durimg éxploratory year of the
process. It may be possible for an institutionexzeed Division Il maximum
financial aid limits in an effort to meet Divisioh minimum financial aid
requirements, thus rendering the institution inblg for Division I
championships.)

Q: Are institutions reclassifying from Division Il to Division | eligible to vote as
a Division Il member at the annual NCAA Convention?

A: Division Il institutions remain eligible to vote as Division || member at the
annual NCAA Convention until they become activeiBion | members.

Q: When does the eligibility for a Division Il institution to receive NCAA

Enhancement Funds terminate if that institution isreclassifying to Division
1?
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A: A member of Division Il that has forwarded to thational office written notice
of its intention to change its membership clasatfan to Division | Bylaw
20.5.2.1 no longer shall be eligible to participateny future Division [| NCAA
championship and no longer shall be eligible tenex Division Il Enhancement
Fund proceeds.

Q: May an institution reclassify from NCAA Division Il | to Division I?

No. Current rules would require a Division llkiitution to initially reclassify to
Division Il prior to reclassifying to Division I.

Q: May a reclassifying Division Il institution move directly to NCAA Division |
Football Bowl Subdivision (formerly Division I-A) or does that institution
need to qualify as a NCAA Football Championship Sutbivision (formerly
Division I-AA) member first?

A: Yes. A reclassifying Division Il institution mapgetition for Football Bowl
Subdivision membership directly; however, it woulded to fulfill all of the
Football Bowl Subdivision membership requiremerdsqualify as an active
member of that subdivision.

Q: When are reclassifying institutions able to accesthe Legislative Services
Database for the Internet (LSDB) and the NCAA Initial-Eligibility
Clearinghouse database in order to fulfill compliare functions on campus?

A: That information may be accessed once the natimiAte receives the
reclassifying member application and applicable fee membership. The
institution may contact membership services anteonal office for information
on LSDB and may contact the clearinghouse’s institutidima to set up access
to its information.

Q: What is the deadline for an institution to makea final decision regarding
whether to reclassify to Division | membership?

A: An institution must submit a formal applicationdafee by June 1 prior to the
exploratory year. Following completion of the epwaltory year an institution
must submit to the national office confirmationitsf intent to reclassify by June
1; however, an institution may elect not to condiria pursue reclassification at
any time during the process. If an institutioncedeto withdraw its petition for
Division | membership, it will receive a prorategfund of its initial application
fee.
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Q: May a reclassifying institution choose to apply Diwsion | bylaws earlier than
required by the legislation?

A: Yes. Division Il institutions should note thatrpuant to an official interpretation
[Reference: 4/11/00, Iltem No. 2], a Division Iktitution could apply Division |
playing and practice season and financial aid rdesng the reclassification
process without jeopardizing its Division Il status

Q: May a Division Il institution reclassifying to Division | count for purposes of
Division Il conference sports-sponsorship requiremets or the Division Il
sports-revenue distribution formula during the Division | membership
reclassification period?

A: No, not after the exploratory year. [Referenceidion Il official interpretation
7/23/02, Item No. 2]

Q: When does a Division Il institution’s eligibility for committee service
terminate if that institution is reclassifying to Division 1?

A: Eligibility for committee service terminates onite exploratory period ends and
year one of the reclassification process has afficbegun (i.e., submission of
the Division | skeletal strategic plan).

Q: Do coaches at an institution that is in year one dhe reclassification process
to Division | need to pass both the Divisions | andl coaches recruiting
exams?

A: In this instance, coaches need to be certified gushre Division | coaches

recruiting exam. Keep in mind that reclassifyinggtitutions are no longer
eligible for Division Il championships during theur-year period after the
exploratory year. Therefore, coaches should begusie Division | test only (and
not both).

Q: Is a reclassifying institution eligible to compé in the National Collegiate
Championship in a particular sport?

A: Yes, a reclassifying institution is eligible to cpete in the National Collegiate
Championship in a particular sport. In year oreglassifying institutions are
required to apply all Division | legislation exceptheduling requirements and
continuing eligibility requirements for student-tes completing their final
season of competition and were enrolled at théturisin at least one year prior to
the institution’s petition for exploratory membeigsh Thereafter, reclassifying
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institutions must satisfy all Division | legislatio Such an institution normally is
required to meet only the institutional and induadi eligibility requirements of its
division that govern the sport in question. Instl@xample, a reclassifying
institution is required to be satisfying all Divasi | legislation in year two.

Please note, however, in those sports in which tbtwds or more of the
institutions sponsoring the sport are members efséime division, an institution
participating in the championship is required toetniat division’s institutional
and individual eligibility requirements and the Bion | requirements (or the
more stringent rule if both divisions’ rules addréise same issue).

Q: During the reclassifying process, to whom doeshé institution report
violations of Division | rules?

A: Reclassifying and provisional member institutiongsimself-report violations of
NCAA Division | legislation through the NCAA enfaement and student-athlete
reinstatement processes. Further, institutiondl sbport all violations to the
NCAA Division | Management Council Membership Subysuittee as part of the
required annual report.

Q: What if an institution is projected to fail to meet all Division | requirements
during the first year of active membership?

A: The Division | Management Council Membership Subpottee reserves the
right to withhold progression of reclassifying (ding multidivisional) and
provisional institutions based on projected failtwemeet any of the Division |
membership requirements.

PROVISIONAL QUESTIONS

Q: When must a provisional member be in full compliane with Division |
legislation?
A: A provisional member must be in full compliancewiivision | rules beginning

with the second year of the provisional member @ssc

Q: May provisional members use the registered marks othe Association (i.e.,
the Association's name, logo or other insignia)?
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A: Yes, in accordance with guidelines established tbg NCAA Executive
Committee (see NCAA Constitution 3.6.2.2), provieib members may use the
registered marks of the Association.

Q: May a provisional institution move directly to Footall Bowl Subdivision
(formerly Division I-A) or does that institution need to qualify as a NCAA
Football Championship Subdivision (formerly Divisian I-AA) member first?

A: A provisional institution may petition for Footb&owl Subdivision membership
directly; however, it would need to fulfill all ahe Football Bowl Subdivision
membership requirements to qualify as an active beeraf that subdivision.

Q: When are provisional institutions able to access t LSDB and the
clearinghouse database in order to fulfill compliace functions on campus?

A: That information may be accessed once the natimiAte receives the
provisional member application and applicable fe® fmembership. The
institution may contact membership services anteonal office for information
on LSDB and may contact the clearinghouse’s institutidima to set up access
to its information.

Q: What is the deadline for an institution to makea final decision regarding
whether to apply for Division | membership?

A: An institution must submit a formal applicationdafee by June 1 prior to the
exploratory year. Following completion of the epwaltory year, an institution
must submit to the national office confirmationitsf intent to reclassify by June
1; however, an institution may elect not to congirta pursue application at any
time during the process. If an institution eletdswithdraw its petition for
Division | membership, it will receive a prorategfund of its initial application
fee.

During the exploratory year, what Division | requirements must be met?

During the exploratory year, reclassifying and ps@mnal members are required
to meet minimum sports sponsorship and financthr@guirements.

Q: May provisional members compete against other mvisional and
reclassifying members and count them as Divisiondpponents?

A: Yes, provided both opponents are complying with i&don | membership
requirements (NCAA Proposal No. 2002-91).
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Q: When is a provisional institution eligible for revenue distribution benefits
available to other Division | members?

A: Once a reclassifying or provisional institution eected to active Division |
membership, the institution becomes eligible faeraue distribution benefits.

Q: When does a provisional institution that joins anew conference become
eligible for that conference’s automatic bid to a prticular championship?

A: General requirements for automatic qualification ba found in Bylaw 31.3.4.1.

In all sports, any new member added to a membefecamce that satisfies the
continuity of membership requirements shall be imiaiely eligible to represent
the conference as the automatic qualifier. Theegfa provisional institution that
joins an established conference (i.e., one thaently qualifies for an automatic
bid) is eligible for automatic qualification on cefation of the provisional

process.

Q: May provisional members participate in the Natiomal Letter of Intent (NLI)
program?

A: No, provisional members may not participate in NMigl program. For more
information, please visit the official Web site tie NLI at www.national-
letter.org.

Q: During the reclassifying process, to whom doeshé institution report

violations of Division | rules?

A: Reclassifying and provisional member institutiongsimself-report violations of
NCAA Division | legislation through the NCAA enfaement and student-athlete
reinstatement processes. Further, institutiondl sbport all violations to the
Division | Management Council Membership Subcomeeittas part of the
required annual report.

Q: What if an institution is projected to fail to meet all Division | requirements
during the first year of active membership?

A: The Division | Management Council Membership Subputtee reserves the
right to withhold progression of reclassifying (mding multidivisional) and
provisional institutions based on projected failtwemeet any of the Division |
membership requirements.
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MULTIDIVISION QUESTIONS

Q: Must an institution seeking Division | multidivision status for a particular
sport apply the Division | rules in year one of theeclassification process?

A: Pursuant to Division | Bylaw 20.4.2.2, an instituti seeking Division |
multidivision status for a particular sport muspppall Division | bylaws for that
sport starting in year one of the two-year recfacsdion process. Further, as
specified in an official interpretation [Referenc8/25/93], student-athletes who
transfer midyear in the spring prior to an instdots first year of the
reclassification process must be recertified uridiersion | rules in the summer
immediately before the institution enters year ohthe reclassification process.

Q: During the multidivisional reclassifying process to whom does the institution
report violations of Division | rules?

A: Reclassifying and provisional member institutionssimself-report violations of
NCAA Division | legislation through the NCAA enfeement and student-athlete
reinstatement processes. Further, institutiondl sbport all violations to the
Division | Management Council Membership Subcomeeittas part of the
required annual report.

Q: What if an institution is projected to fail to meet all Division | requirements
during the first year of active membership?

A: The Division | Management Council Membership Subpottee reserves the
right to withhold progression of reclassifying (mding multidivisional) and
provisional institutions based on projected failtwemeet any of the Division |
membership requirements.

Q: If an institution is reclassifying its football program from the Football
Championship Subdivision to the Football Bowl Subdiision, is the
institution permitted to schedule a 12th game durig the two-year
reclassification process pursuant to Football BowISubdivision maximum
contest limitations?

A: Yes. In addition, the institution may apply all ddeall Bowl Subdivision
legislation (e.g., maximum financial aid limits, xi@um contest limit) during the
reclassification compliance period. [2/21/07 G#ldnterpretation]
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