Chancellors and Presidents

November Update

Strategic Positioning Initiative

I hope you and your friends and family
had a wonderful Thanksgiving. The
NCAA Convention will be here very
soon and, therefore, this update will
serve as the final monthly newsletter
from the Presidents Council on the Di-
vision II strategic positioning initiative.
The Presidents Council hopes you have
found the updates to be informative,
and I look forward to seeing many of
you at the NCAA meetings in Orlando
January 6-8.

Successful Launch

As I mentioned in the September news-
letter, the NCAA Division II National
Championships Festival November 15-
18 in Pensacola, Florida, was identified
last summer by the Presidents Council
as the perfect event for Division II to
launch its new strategic messaging and
imagery. By all accounts, the launch
was successful; the signage and the “I
Chose Division II” theme were a huge
success among student-athletes,
coaches, administrators and our Divi-
sion II fans. My appreciation goes to
the NCAA staff for the quality work
that went into making the Festival an
event that is uniquely “Division II.” A
sample ad from the Festival that cap-
tures many of the division’s new mes-
sages and design elements is featured
to the right.

During the Division II Championships Festival, the new look was explained in this way: “The visual campaign
that you see throughout the 2006 National Championships Festival reflects the division’s six attributes through the
repeated use of hexagons. This visual serves as a reminder of the six basic traits of Division Il, as identified by
our survey data. Not only does the hexagon provide an attractive way of reminding us of the six attributes, it also
evokes strong metaphors for community, academics and individuality. The rest of the imagery includes the words
“I Chose Division II.” It is clear enough that each institution chooses whether it’s going to classify as Division I,
IT or III. However, it is sometimes less clear that each school is made up of student-athletes, coaches, faculty
members and presidents who chose to affiliate with Division II.” Everything we saw in our research data shows
there is a great deal of pride in Division II and the “I Chose” theme helps us champion this pride.



New Division Il Academic Rate

The new Division II academic success rate (ASR) that was recently released to the general public captures the
graduation data of more than twice as many student-athletes as the federal graduation rate data. The new Division
IT ASR includes 11,000 nonscholarship and transfer student-athletes, and the news is outstanding. Nearly 70 per-
cent of all Division II student-athletes who entered the 1999-2000 cohort graduated from college within a six-year
timeframe. This compares to the federal graduation rate for Division II scholarship student-athletes at 55 percent.
This terrific news was shared by President Myles Brand on a recent press teleconference that I participated in, and
Division II had the chance to tell this positive academic story to more than 40 reporters and journalists from across
the country. To access your institution’s federal graduation rate data and the Division II academic success rate as
collected and released by the NCAA, please visit

http://www?2.ncaa.org/portal/media_and_events/press_room/2006/november/20061109 _d2 asr_rls.html

June 2007 Division Il Chancellors and Presidents Summit

In June 2007, Division II chancellors and presidents will gather again at a special summer meeting to discuss pro-
gress made on many fronts by the Division II Presidents Council since our last chancellors and presidents summit
in June 2005. The summit will occur at the Marriott Hotel and Marina on the waterfront in San Diego. Below is a
tentative schedule for the event. Mark your calendar now and look for more information about the event in Decem-
ber. I hope you will be able to attend this important follow-up meeting.

Friday, June 22—Travel

Friday afternoon—Conference meetings

Friday evening—Reception hosted by the Division II Presidents Council, with dinner on your own
Saturday, June 23—Summit business meetings

Saturday evening—Reception and Evening Activity

Sunday morning—Departures

Convention Legislation

As I have mentioned before, we have a number of important legislative matters to work through at this year’s Divi-
sion II Business Session January 8 at the 2007 NCAA Convention. All of the Presidents Council-sponsored pro-
posals in the presidential grouping support and relate directly to the division’s strategic positioning platform. Some
important decisions will be made by the membership and, perhaps, none more important than the vote on Conven-
tion Proposal No. 5, the division’s strategic positioning and community engagement proposal. This proposal en-
hances our community environment for campus events and is a key to us living the important attributes captured in
the Division II strategic positioning platform. The Presidents Council hopes that it can count on your institution’s
support for this important proposal.

As always, feel free to contact me at cambrose@pfeiffer.edu if you have questions or concerns.
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