CHEERLEADING INSURANCE COVERAGE INFORMATION
NCAA collegiate cheerleading squads often participate in activities that are separate from the institution's sports program, in addition to their sports program activities.  Both the NCAA Catastrophic Injury Insurance Program and a catastrophic policy carried by VBR Holdings Company (Varsity Brands) provide coverage for certain college level cheerleading activities.  The purpose of this memo is to provide member institutions with a summary to clarify what activities are covered by these respective policies.  Please note that this information does not reflect a change in coverage but rather a clarification of the existing coverage. 
This summary is provided as part of a collaborative effort between the NCAA and Varsity Brands to provide risk management tools and information to member institutions and their cheerleading squads.
PLEASE NOTE:  The following information is only a summary of the benefits provided.  It is NOT a complete explanation of all the policy provisions or specifics of the policy benefits.  No coverage is extended and no representations are made other than what is stated in the policy.  For a complete description of the program coverages, exclusions, and benefits, please refer to the policy.  Policies can be requested by contacting the NCAA or Varsity Brands directly using the contact information provided.

NCAA CATASTROPHIC INJURY INSURANCE PROGRAM
Coverage/Limit

· Maximum benefit amount per insured person per covered accident is $20,000,000.

· Deductible:  $75,000

· Excess of any other insurance available to the insured person

· Benefits include:*
· Medical, Dental, Rehabilitation, and Custodial Care Expense

· Disability (Partial and Total)

· Benefits to support special requirements of totally disabled individuals such as special expenses, adjustment expenses, and vocational rehabilitation
· Death Benefit ($25,000)
*See Benefit Summary at www.ncaa.org for detailed summary of benefit limits and description. 

Who Is Covered
Individuals who are officially recognized by the member institution as cheerleaders including dance team members and mascots.
When Does Coverage Apply

Coverage applies while practicing for or participating in an NCAA intercollegiate sport team competition as long as the activity is authorized by, organized by, and directly supervised by an official representative of the member institution.  Supervision must be by someone OTHER THAN a member of the cheerleading squad, student-coach, or full-time undergraduate student.  Effective August 1, 2006, in order for coverage to apply, supervision must be conducted by an individual who has current safety certification by a nationally recognized formal credentialing program for safety certification. 
Coverage applies during travel to and from the activities listed above (if such travel is paid for or subject to reimbursement by the member institution) and temporary stays at the location of a covered activity as long as the activity during which the individual is injured is authorized, organized, or directly supervised by the member institution.
Coverage does not apply to any activities that are not directly associated with an intercollegiate sport team activity such as fundraisers, alumni events, camps, clinics, or national competitions.
VBR HOLDING COMPANY (VARSITY BRANDS) CATASTROPHIC POLICY 
Coverage/Limit

· Maximum benefit amount per insured person per covered accident is $5,000,000.

· Deductible:  $25,000

· Excess of any other insurance available to the insured person 

· Benefits include:*

· Medical, Dental, Rehabilitation, and Custodial Care Expense

· Death Benefit ($10,000)
*Contact VBR Holding Company to request complete copy of policy for coverage details. 

Who Does it Cover
College and University cheerleaders, dancers, mascots, advisors, and other official  participants in camps, clinics and competition sponsored by VBR Holding Company.
When Does Coverage Apply
Coverage applies during camps, clinics, and competition sponsored by VBR Holding Company.  Coverage does not apply to practices in preparation for these activities.  
Coverage applies during team or individual travel, for the purposes of representing a college or university provided the travel is authorized by the college or university.  Individual travel must also be paid for or subject to reimbursement by the college or university in order for coverage to apply.  Travel to the event commences at an authorized departure point and ends upon arrival at the event.  Travel from the event commences when departing the event location and terminates upon return to the place from which travel to the event began.
Coverage applies during a temporary stay at the location of the camp, clinic, or competition while the insured persons are engaged in activities or travel authorized by the college, university, or VBR Holding Company.
COVERAGE CHART
Cheerleading Activities and Competitions
	Activity
	Which Policy 
Applies
	Requirement(s)

	Cheering at a game (for an NCAA recognized sport team)
	NCAA Catastrophic Policy
	Team competition must be scheduled by the member institution

	Participating in a pep rally (for an NCAA recognized sport team)
	NCAA Catastrophic Policy
	Session must be authorized by, organized by, and directly supervised by an official representative of the member institution.  

Supervisor cannot be a member of the squad (such as a captain), student-coach, or full-time undergraduate student.

Effective 8/1/2006, supervisor must be safety-certified.

	Participating in a fundraiser or alumni event 
	Not covered by either policy
	Not applicable

	Participating in a competition sponsored by VBR Holding Company
	VBR Catastrophic Policy
	Event must be sponsored by VBR Holding Company


Camps and Clinics
	Activity
	Which Policy 
Applies
	Requirement(s)

	Participating in a camp or clinic sponsored by VBR Holding Company
	VBR Catastrophic Policy
	Event must be sponsored by VBR Holding Company

	Participating in a camp, clinic, or competition sponsored by an organization OTHER THAN VBR Holding Company
	Not covered by either policy.  Please check with the sponsoring organization to see if coverage is available through this source.
	N/A


Travel and Temporary Stays
	Activity
	Which Policy 
Applies
	Requirement(s)

	Traveling, as an individual or as part of a group, to cheer at a game (for an NCAA recognized sport team)
	NCAA Catastrophic Policy
	Must be authorized by member institution and paid for or subject to reimbursement by member institution.

	During a temporary stay while traveling with an NCAA recognized sport team to an away game
	NCAA Catastrophic Policy
	Individual must be engaged in an activity or travel that is authorized by, organized by or directly supervised by an official

	Traveling as an individual to or from a camp, clinic, or competition sponsored by VBR Holding Company
	VBR Catastrophic Policy
	Travel must be for the purpose of representing your college or university AND must be paid for or subject to reimbursement by your college or university.  Covered travel applies while traveling to or from the covered event from an authorized departure point.

	Traveling as a group to or from a camp, clinic, or competition sponsored by VBR Holding Company
	VBR Catastrophic Policy
	Travel must be for the purpose of representing your college or university.  Covered travel applies while traveling to or from the covered event from an authorized departure point.

	During a temporary stay at the location of a VBR camp, clinic, or competition
	VBR Catastrophic Policy
	Must be engaged in activity or travel authorized by the college, university, or VBR Holding Co.


Practices

	Activity
	Which Policy 
Applies
	Requirement(s)

	Practicing to cheer at a game (for an NCAA recognized sport team)
	NCAA Catastrophic Policy
	Session must be authorized by, organized by, and directly supervised by an official representative of the member institution.  

Supervisor cannot be a member of the squad (such as a captain), student-coach, or full-time undergraduate student.

Effective 8/1/2006, supervisor must be safety-certified.

	Practicing for a VBR camp/ clinic/competition
	Not covered by either policy 
	N/A

	Practicing for an event OTHER THAN a game (for an NCAA recognized sport team), or VBR camp/clinic/ competition.
	Not covered by either policy.
	N/A
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